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Foreword.

It is with considerable satisfaction and relief on account of my continued ill health
that I present my third volume of Jain Inscriptions in the hands of those who feel
especially interested in the history and antiquity of the Jains. The inscriptions collected

$n this volame are all from Jaisalmer, a place of unique importance as a great store-house
of the activities of the Swetambara Jains.

For a considerable time I had been planning o pay a visit 1o this important plaze.
My imagination was naturally stimulated by various writers anl the glowing references
to the richness of the materials stored there. Dr. Buhler was the first to bring to light
before the generalhody of scholars that the great Jain Bhaundar, dzposited in the Jain
temple within the fort of Jaisalmer, contains a large number of ancient and important
palm-eaf manuscripts which would require years of hard work even ,in merely
cataloguing them. Dr.Hermann Jacobi, the great German scholar, also visited the place
in his company. It was late Prof. S.R. Bhandarkar, who had heen there in his official
capacity, and who gave us a more detailed account and list of manuscripts of the
several Bhandars both in the city and within the fort, Extracts from Dr. Buhler's letter

(1874) and from Prof, S.R. Bhandarkar’s Report ( 1909 ) will bs found in Appendix
A and B, and 1 draw attention of my readers to the same.

Professor Bhandarkar in his Report for 1904-05 and 1905-06 published in his appendix
I, portions of only 6 Jain imscriptions, which he collected there. Lately, Mr. Chimanlal
Dahya Bhai Dalal, M. A. Sanskrit Librarian, Baroda Central Library visited the place
}v'xth. the object of cataloguing the manuscripts of the Bhandars and collected several
ntscnptiOns of the various temples both at Jaisalmer and at Lodarva. Unfortunately he
died before he conld publish his work, Pundit Lalchandra Bhagwandas Gandhi, Jain
Pundit, Central Library, Baroda, published the posthumous work, and 22 inscriptions

A ?



have found place in the appendix of the same. Of these 22 inscriptions ome is from a
Hindu temple of Sri Lakshmikantji in the fort and Nos. 20 and 21 are two portions of
the same inscription and actually thercfore there are only 20 Jain inscriptions in the
work. I have seen one more vernacular inscription from Amarsagar published in “Jain
Sahitya Samsodhaka,” a quarterly from Poona. Altogether there are, therefore, only 21
published inscriptions from Jaisalmer. The total number published in this volume is 479
and so the »hader-will get here 458 new inscriptions.

Towards the end of 1925 1 visited Jaisalmer via Barmer route. The first sight
of the temples with large number of images within them convinced me that a fortnight’s
stay, the utmost I could spare at the time, will hardly suffice in taking rubbings of all
the various interesting Prasastis and inscriptions on the pedestals of images preserved
there. However, my stay in the city was for about 10 days, after which I visited '
Lodarva, Amarsagar, Devikote and other places 'The present volume is the result of
my journey. I need hardly say that many of these inscriptions will be tound useful,
but I think it my duty to draw the attention of scholars to at least a few of the
most interesting and unigue among them,

The first one which deserves attention
is Tapapattika inscription ( No 2144 ).

Tapapattika:=~ A glance at the plate will show that austerities and

penances laid down in Jain Agamas, looked wupon with great veneration, are
inscribed on the stone along with the five Kalyanak Tithis of the 24 Tirthankars

or the great Teachers of the present cycle of years. The five important events in

a Tirthankar’s life namely conception, birth, initiation, attainment of omniscience
and final emancipation are known as Kalyanaks and the dates of such events
are held sacred by the Jains,

1 have come across only one inscribed tablet in Dilwara temples on Mt. Abu

containing these Panch Kalyanak Tithis, No plate has yet been published of

this Mt. Abu inscription and with a view to satisfy the curiosity of the general
veader and as a material ‘for - the -student- of Jain Antiquity, I publish the same
on a separate plate and hope it will be found useful,
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The next udique inscripticn of this collection is the Prasasti or dedicatory
stone of ihe Parshwanath temple at Lodarva, the old ruined capital town. This
temple was built in the 17th century on the site of the old {emple, This is the
first and the only specimen I have come across of a DPrasasti written in verse
within Satadala Padma Yantra, that is, hundred petalled lotus ( page 160). It is
also very interesting to note that the Jetter in the centre, which is generally the
beginning letter of every foot of the verse, is the last letter of each line in the
inscription. This shows high technical achicvement of the author and perfect mastery

over the Ilexicography of classical sanskrit.

The whole thing is in culogy of
Parshwanath,

the 23rd Tirthankar to whom the temple is dedicated. Other
details on top, sides and bottom, are in prose.

The last and not the least important, is tho inscription of Pattawali

(page 177) deposited in one of the corner temples at Lodarva which deserves
special notice. It enumerates the long series of teachers from Lord Mabavira, the
last Tirthankar of the Jains up to the Devardhi Gani Kshamashramana wunder
whose supervision the whole of the then existing Jain canons were reduced to
writing at the council at Vallabhi in Guzrat,

As a lay observer I can hardly do Justice to the architectural excellence of these

ancient monuments at Jaisalmer but even a

ful carvings over the porch of the
dome of Santinath temple.

layman can appreciate the beauti-
Parshwanath temple and the magnificient

The whole thing is in such a nice proportion that the

view is really very pleasing. There is no clumsiness inspite of the numerous

carved figures and the appearance is not heavy. The Architecture reminds us of
the similar works of art found at Boro Bodur in Java. I also take this opportunity

to present to my readers some specimens of the type of sculpture found in the
Jain temples on a separate plate.

A short note on the State, its rulers, and the places from where the inscriptiong
were collected are given in the introduction, The reader will also find some mo

' . . . re
useful informations regarding the important temples, their consecrators and a brief



v

account of the leading Oswal families, who have left behind some lasting monu-

ments to posterity.

A bibliography on Jaisalmer has also been prepared and will be found after
appendix B. I have received much help from the Bibliography on Jaisalmer published
in Rajputana Gazetteer Vol. III A. Page 89 ( 1909 ) and from the general Biblio-
graphical list on Rajputana in the revised edition of Col. Tod’s “The Annals and
Antiquities of Rajputana” by William Crooke ( 1920 ).

The volume contains five appendices after the text showing :—

(1) the different dates,

(2) names of sovereigns and ruling princes,
(8) list of clans and gotras,

(4) names of gachhas with list of Acharyas,

( 5) places of consecration &c., found in the inscriptions.

These appendices will be found very useful for reference. The plates of the 1mpor-
tant inscriptions and other interesting views have bzen prepared and inserted in thejr

proper places in the text. I do sincerely hope that the collection will be welcomed
both here in India and outside.

48, INDIAN MIRROR STREET, }

Calcutta, February 1929, P. C. NAHAR.



Appendix A.

Extract from Mi. S P, Pandit, M. A’s translation of Dr. Buhler's letter on Jaisalmer Bhandar
published in the transaction of the Berlin Academy, March, 1824
( From Indian Antiquary, Vel. IV, Pages 81—~83.)

“In Jessalmir, which was founded about the middle of the twelfth céntury,
after the destruction of Lodorva, the old capital of the Bhatti Rajputs, there is
a large colony of Jains. According to tradition the forefathers of these beople
came from Lodorva along with the Rajputs, and from thence brought with them
to Jessalmir a most holy image of Parasuath { Parsvanatia ). For this image a
temple was built in the fifteenth century under the pontificate of Jina Bhadra-

suri, to which were gradually added six other temples dedicated to different

Tirthankaras. Through this temple and the wealth of the Jain community, which

has spread its trade and banking business over the whole of Rajputana, Malva,
and Central India, Jessalmir has obtained a high fame

as one of the principal ssats
of the Jain faith.” Especially,

however, is the renown of the Bhandar or Library
everywhere celebrated, which, according to the statements of the Gujaratis, surpasses
bjects of

and to make its contents accessible
After some trouble I succeeded in solving the mystery,

out th.a.t the magnitude of the Bhandar has beeu very much exaggerated, but itg
contents are nevertheless of geeat valye”

all similar Bhandars in the world. It was therefore one of the chief o
my journey to obtain admittance to this Bhandar,
to science,

and it turng



Appendix B.

Eatract from Appendix I of the Report of a second tour in search of Sanskrit Manusciipts made
inRajputana and Central India in 1004~05 & 1905-06 by S, R. Bhandarkar M. A.,
Professor of Sanskrit, Elphinstone College, Bombay, 1907.

Inscriptions at Jaisalmer.

No. L
From the Chintamani-Parsvanatha Temple. =

The inscription is 1intended to he a prasasti of the festivities in connection
with the consecration, etc, of the temple. Most of it is in prose. A long
logy is given of the Sreshthins ( merchants ) who built the temple, who were
of Ukesa vamsa and Rankanvaya. The mnotable pilgrimages of some of their
ancestors are mentioned with their dates, Then a Xharatara pattavalj is given
from Jinakusala to Jinaraja and Jinavardhana is mentioned ag being on the Patta
at that time. It was Jinavardhana, who had the pratishtha ( consecration ) of the temple
built by the Sreshthins performed and also that of the idols therein in Samvat
1478 during the reign of Lakshmanaraja. The prasasti was composed by Jayasagarag;ni,

genca~

No. 11
From the same. §

This is wholly in verse, The first two stanzas are devoted to the praise of
Parsvanatha and the third one to that of Jaisalmer. Then a gencalogy is given
ct king Lakshmana. The kings of the dynasty are mentioned as belonging to the

» See Inscription No. 2118, pages 5—7
§ See, Inscription No. 2112, pages 1—5
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Yadukula. The gencalogy given begins with Jaitrasimha. Jaitrasimha's sons were
Muladevra ( or Mularaja) and Ratnasimha, who righteously protected the ecarth as
Lakshmana and Rama did of old. Ratnasimha's son was Ghatasimha who like a
lion tearing up the elephants in the shape of the Mlechchhas foreibly wrested
their Vapradari from them. Mularaja’s son was Devaraja; Devaraja’s son was

Kehari and the latter's son was Lakshmana. The last one receives gencral praise

in six stanzas in which it is stated that he worshipped the fect of Surisvara, Sagara-
chandra. Then a pattavali of the Chandra Kula from Jinakusala to Jinaraja is
given. By the advice of Jinaraja the building of the temple was commenced by
the Kharatara Samgha during the reign of Lakshmana and by his orders Sagara-
chandra in Samvat 1489 ( Naveshwvardhindu ) placed the idolin the innermost sanctuary
{ garbhagriha ). Under the direction of Jnavardhana the temple was completed i;l
Samvat 1473. Then the city which has got such a temple, the king in whose
reign it was built, the Samgha who built it and those who would see it in future

ages are all congratulated om their good fortune., The Jina temple is called
Lakshmana-vihara. The Prasasti was composed by Sadhu XKirtirava,

No. IIL
. From the same. t

This refers to the setting tp of an idol of Parsvanatha

in the temple in
Samvat 1493 during the reign of Vayarasimha,

No. V.

From the Sambhavanatha Temple. +

{ The temple undernmeath which is the big Bhandar).
Jaisalmer is herein

s : praised as being acknowledged even by powerful Mleehchha
e BS 0 be difficult to capture even for thousands of enemies.

Then is praised

¥ See inseription No. 2114, page 8
1 See inscription No. 2139, pages 15-—-2b
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the family of the Yadu kings. A geuealogy of the vamsa ( dynasty) in prose
follows, beginning with Raula Sri Jaitasimha, with Raula Sri Duda interposed

between Ratnasimha and Ghatasimha. Kehari is here called Kesari. The genealogy

cads with Veirasimha. A pattavali of the Kharatara Vidhipaksha of the Chandra
kula (a sect of the Jainas) follows, beginning with Vardhamana. It mentions
a few facts, literary and others, in comnection with many of the names, most of
which facts are well-kknown. The following may be noted :—

~

That Jinadatta (the successor of Jinavallabha ) had the title Yugapradhana
given him by Ambikadevi. This is referred to in Jayasagara’s commentary on
Jinadatta's Samdehadolavali.

The pattavali ends with Jinabhadra. Jinavardhana has been omitted, naturally for
the reason given in Klatt's Onomasticon (page 84 ). Jinabhadra’s character, learning
and teaching are praised. By lis advice Viharas (temples ) were built and idols put
up in various places and in places like Anahillapataka, the Vidhipaksha Sraddhasamgha

formed treasures of pearls of knowledge (libraries). His feet, the inscription says,
are worshipped by the kings Vairisimha, Tryambakadasa and Kshitindra.

A genealogy i1s then given of the builders who were of the Chopada gotra
)

Ckesa vamsa. In Samvat 1487 they performed a pilgrimage to Satrumjaya and

Raivata and made the Panchamyuddyapana in 1490, By the advice of Jinabhadra
they built this temple in 1494 during the reign of Vairisimha. The festivities in
connection with the pratishtha took place in Samvat 1497, when Jinabhadra put

up 300 idols of Sambhavanatha and others, Sambhavanatha being the Maulanayaka

among them. Vairisimha took part in the festivities. Then a wish is expressed

for the victory, throughout the three worlds, oé some Jinakusala Munindra of the

Kharatara Vidhipaksha. The Piasasti was epmposed by Vachanacha.rya SomakunJara
pupil of Vachaka, Jayasagara,
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No. VI.
From the same, o

This contains the Kharatara pattavali referred to, in my report on the Svetam-
bara Jaina Mss purchased for Government in 1888-84, as mecntioned in Dharma-
sagara’s Pravachanapariksha (Dr. Bhandarkar’s Report for 1883-84, page 152). It
goes down to Jinabbadra, omitting Jinavardhana. The inscription states that a
tapakpattika was put up by the advice of Vachanacharya Ratnamurtigani in Samvat
1593, while Jinabhadra was on the #ats and Chachigadeva on the throne,

No. VIL
From The Santinatha temple. §

This is an inscription mostly in Gujarati prose. Towards the cnd there is onme
sentence in Sanskrit prose and two Sanskrit verses. In the beginning also there
is one Sanskrit verse. The performance of pilgrimages and building of temples are
recorded in the inscription. It contains the following genealogy:= Raula Chachiga-
deva, Raula Devakarna, Raunla Jayatasimha, The last is mentioned as being on the
throne in Samvat 1583 and Lunakarna as being heir-apparent. Devakarna is mentioned
as ruling in Samvat 1536, in which year it seems the pratishtha of this temple was
wmade. Jayantasimha, is referred to as being on the throne in Samvat 1581 also,

e

® Sce inscription No. 2144, pages 22-33 o
§ See inscription No. 2154, pages 35-40
¢
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